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Dated: 18 October 2002

Australian Government provides open access to the

Cochrane Library 
The Minister for Health and Ageing, Senator Kay Patterson, officially launched the national license to provide open access to the full Cochrane Library at the Cochrane Contributors’ meeting in Melbourne today.  

The National Institute of Clinical Studies (NICS), Australia’s national agency for closing the gaps between evidence and practice in healthcare, successfully negotiated the license on behalf of the Australian Government. 

‘The Cochrane Library is internationally recognised as the best single source of reliable evidence about the effects of healthcare,’ said NICS Chief Executive Officer, Dr Heather Buchan.

‘It is vitally important that relevant research knowledge is accessible to all Australians. With the flood of information already bombarding healthcare practitioners, it’s extremely useful for them to be able to freely access such a valuable single source of information.’ She added.

Dr Sally Green, Director of the Australasian Cochrane Centre also applauds the initiative saying, ‘This is fantastic news for all Australians and a significant contribution to the promotion of evidence-based practice in Australia.’ 

The Cochrane Library is prepared by the Cochrane Collaboration and contains a database of systematic reviews of evidence known as Cochrane Reviews. These reviews seek to answer questions about the effectiveness of interventions and are conducted internationally by healthcare specialists. For example, ‘are antibiotics effective for managing sore throat?’ or ‘does acupuncture help for smoking cessation?’

Approximately 10% of existing interventions have been reviewed but the Library is expanding rapidly. There are currently over 1,500 completed reviews and another 1,000 in progress, with about 60 new titles being added to every quarterly update of the Library. 

The Cochrane Library also helps to identify areas where insufficient research exists to prove or disprove the effects of certain interventions and can help guide researchers and funders about important questions that remain unanswered.
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Cochrane reviews can be used by clinicians and consumers alike as a tool to support more informed decision-making.  Consumers are often involved in both the selection of titles and the preparation of reviews.  But how the evidence is interpreted and implemented needs to take account of individual circumstances, and so Cochrane reviews are not intended to replace consultations between practitioners and patients, or to be seen as making explicit recommendations about individual care.





The Cochrane Library helps to identify and fill the gaps in knowledge about the effects of healthcare, both good and bad, and is therefore an important tool in empowering people to make good decisions about their health.





The NICS Guide to the Cochrane Library has been developed in partnership with the Australasian Cochrane Centre to help introduce people to the Library and provide some initial guidance on how to find information within it. 





From October 18, 2002 open national access to the Cochrane Library will be available to all Australians with an Australian IP address via: � HYPERLINK "http://www.update-software.com/cochrane/" ��http://www.update-software.com/cochrane/�


For the NICS Guide:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.nicsl.com.au" ��http://www.nicsl.com.au�











For further information:


National Institute of Clinical Studies – � HYPERLINK "http://www.nicsl.com.au" ��http://www.nicsl.com.au�


Australasian Cochrane Centre – � HYPERLINK "http://www.cochrane.org.au" ��http://www.cochrane.org.au�











Or contact:


Meredith Cameron,


Public Relations Manager,


Monash Institute of Health Services Research,


Monash University


Clayton Victoria 3168


T: 03-95947527	M: 0409383152	F: 03-95947554


E: meredith.cameron@med.monash.edu.au
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